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OPEN LETTER TO FAMILIES ATTENDING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY NDDCS

Dear Families,

On Tuesday, 21st October, we held our Annual General Meeting (AGM), which was open to all. During the meeting, one of the key topics discussed was the scope of the areas we currently serve. Over the past few years, we have had the privilege of welcoming and subsidising families from across Devon and neighbouring counties.
As we move forward, the larger funding we once received has now been exhausted, and with a smaller group of active volunteers, we find it necessary to refocus our efforts on the original mission of supporting families in the North Devon and Torridge areas.
We understand that Devon is a large county, and so, to ensure clarity, the Committee is introducing an optional membership for families living outside the North Devon and Torridge areas but still within Devon. This will be based on local authority (Council) boundaries.
For families residing in North Devon and Torridge, no membership fee will be required.

Membership Changes Effective 1st January 2026:
Starting in January 2026, we will introduce an annual membership fee for families outside the North Devon and Torridge areas to access subsidised event pricing. The proposed fee is £50 per year for families with a deaf child, with a reduced fee of £25 per additional sibling. Memberships will be available for purchase online.
Families who choose not to purchase the membership will still be welcome to join our Facebook group and attend events. However, please note that without a membership, event pricing will not be subsidised.
In the past year, we have hosted over fifty events, with ticket subsidies of up to £45 per person, to ensure we can offer a range of affordable activities for different ages, interests, and locations. The NDDCS remains committed to accessibility for all, but we rely on volunteer support and charitable funding to sustain this.
We will share further details about the membership process and other changes in the coming weeks. In the meantime, if you have any feedback or questions, please feel free to email us at hellonddcs@gmail.com. We will ensure that all feedback is handled confidentially and shared with the Committee for consideration.
We are always looking for volunteers and new Committee members. If you’re interested in getting involved, we would love to hear from you. The Charity is run entirely by volunteers, and your support can make a real difference.
Finally, if any parents or carers are interested in setting up a local group in their area, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We are happy to share guidance and support in making this a reality.
Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

North Devon Deaf Children’s Society Committee
North Devon Deaf Children’s Society

              Registered Charity: 1020763
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